
The ASPIRE Curriculum-Key Learning

Key Knowledge Key Skills Key Vocabulary

➢ To recognise that living things can be grouped in a 
variety of ways.

➢ To identify changes, patterns, and similarities and 
differences.

➢ To identify group and classify things, using simple 
keys when appropriate.

➢ To explore and use classification keys to help group, 
identify and name a variety of living things in their 
local and wider environment.

➢ To talk about criteria for identifying, grouping and 
classifying.

➢ To conduct observations in order to analyse positive 
and negative influences on living things in our local 
environment.

➢ To use scientific evidence to answer questions about 
endangered living things.

Organism: ‘Organism’ is another way to refer to a living thing. habitat A 
habitat is the specific area or place in which particular animals or plants 
may live. 

Environment: The environment is the natural world, either as a whole or in a 
particular area. 

Species: A species is a group of living things that share enough similarities 
to be able to breed and produce young capable of breeding. 

Endangered species: An endangered species is a species that is at risk of 
extinction.

Extinct: Extinct means that a species has no more members alive. 

Classification: Classification is the process of grouping living things 
according to their similarities. 

Warm-blooded: Warm-blooded refers to animals that are able to generate 
their own body heat.

Cold-blooded: Cold-blooded refers to animals that are not able to generate 
their own body heat.

Vertebrate: A vertebrate is an animal that has a spine. 

Invertebrate: Is an animal that does not have a spine. 

Characteristic: A characteristic is a particular feature or quality that is 
specific to an individual or species. 

Metamorphosis: Metamorphosis is the process by which certain animals 
completely change their appearance and body structure.
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